
"Becoming Who We Are"
Colossians 3:12-17

New life in Jesus should lead to lives that produce the fruit of the Spirit (12-15)
How do we know that we have new life in Jesus? We're reminded of the answer to this question in the 

first part of verse twelve where God's Word reminds us of several incredible truths in the lives of believers: As 
believers we are chosen, holy and beloved! Believers can put on their new life in Christ because God is the 
One who chose us, God is the One who has already made us holy in Christ, and God is the One who loves us. 
Because of the reality of who we are to God and of what God has done for us, we can put on Jesus in our 
lives. But what does it look like to put on Jesus in our lives? It looks like godly motives and actions in our lives 
rather than sinful motives and actions. In short, it looks like the fruit of the Holy Spirit being produced in our 
lives in a way that's seen in our relationships with others. From compassion and forgiveness to love and 
thankfulness, new life in Jesus should lead to lives that produce the fruit of the Spirit.
1. Read Galatians 5:19-23. Discuss how Colossians 3:12-15 connects to the list in Galatians 5:22-23?
2. Colossians 3:12a states that believers are chosen, holy and beloved. Use a concordance or cross-

references in your Bibles to identify other verses that also confirm these characteristics in the believer's life.
3. How should knowing that we are chosen, holy and beloved impact our faith and our ability to live for God?
4. Read Colossians 3:13. Is there anyone in the group who is refusing to forgive someone in their lives? 

Share about that struggle. If they are willing, allow the group to pray for them.
5. Colossians 3:15 ends with the recurring theme of thankfulness in these verses. Are you living thankfully? If 

not, why not? What keeps us from remembering all that we have to be eternally thankful for in Jesus?

New life in Jesus should lead to lives that model the words of Jesus (16)
Just as sinful motives lead to sin words in our lives, godly motives in our hearts will lead to godly words 

in our lives. How does this work? Verse 16 gives us the key to lives that model the words of Jesus, which is 
that in our new life in Jesus we should fill our hearts and our minds with God's Word. As believers, we should 
allow the words of Christ to dwell in us. I love that word picture. God's Word doesn't just visit our lives. God's 
Word isn't a guest that sometimes knocks on the door and checks in with us. Rather, God's Word lives in us. 
Our lives are the home and the dwelling place for the words of Christ, and as such, our lives belong to Him! 
Jesus is the one who decorates our lives. Jesus is the who choses the landscaping and the paint color of His 
home: Our lives. If this is the case, then the words of Jesus dwell richly, pouring into and identifying everything 
that we do and say. If the Words of Jesus dwell richly in us, then our words will reflect that reality, leading 
others to God's Word through our words and through praising and thanking Jesus with our words. If the words 
of Christ do dwell richly in us, then we will model the words of Jesus in our lives!
1. Is God's Word dwelling in your life? If not, what's keeping it from living in you? If so, when and how did 

God's Word start to really dwell in you?
2. What do you think God's Word means when it demands that the words of Christ should dwell "richly" in the 

lives of believers? Do you think that there's a difference between God's Word just existing in our lives and 
dwelling richly in our lives?
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3. What's the difference between teaching and admonishing, which is warning someone for their own good? 
What is the best way to teach and warn each other in God's Word? What's the wrong way?

4. What are we doing when we sing hymns and spiritual songs to God? How is this related to our 
thankfulness to God?

New life in Jesus should lead to lives that bring glory to the Son and give thanks to the Father (17)
God makes it incredibly simple for us to understand the heart of our new life in Jesus: In our new lives 

in Jesus, the motives of our hearts should lead to words and actions in our lives that bring glory to Jesus and 
express our thankfulness to God for what He's done for us in Christ! Instead of "W.W.J.D." (What would Jesus 
do?), perhaps the acronym should read "W.W.G.J." for "What would glorify Jesus?" Because of what Jesus did 
for us, a driving motive of our heart in living our new life in Jesus is to bring glory to Him! Because of what 
Jesus did for us, a driving motive of our heart is living our new life in Jesus with thanksgiving to God for all that 
we have in Him! What an incredible picture of God's great plan for the resurrected life of those who follow 
Jesus Christ. We can live lives that bring glory to the Son and give thanks to the Father because we are God's 
chosen children, holy and beloved! So do anything and everything with one simple focus to bring glory to Jesus 
and to give thanks to God the Father!
1. Doing everything in the name of Jesus means that everything we do is meant to represent Jesus. In your 

life right now, what are some actions in your life -- things that you do -- that would need to change in order 
to be associated with the name of Jesus?

2. In your words, what are some things that you say and talk about that would need to change in order to be 
associated with the name of Jesus?

3. This week, as a group, memorize this verse. Throughout each day, with each word and action, recall God's 
Word in Colossians 3:17, allowing the words of Christ to dwell richly in you and empower you to do 
everything in the name of Jesus.

4. Look back at Colossians 3:15, 16 and 17. There's something that we should be doing that's listed in each 
of these verses. Can you identify what it is? Why should we have this in our lives? Why should this 
motivate us to put on our new life in Jesus?
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